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Introduction
What is public policy, and how can ordinary citizens get involved in the policy making process?  This course will enable students to answer both questions, and will provide guidelines for the management of public participation.

Public policy, as defined in the first textbook, is “a relatively stable, purposive course of action followed by an actor or set of actors in dealing with a problem or matter of concern” (Anderson, 2000, p. 4).  Several approaches to the study of public policy will be examined, including the sequential approach of problem identification, agenda setting, formation, adoption, implementation, and evaluation.  The political environment of policymaking and the content of various public policies will be analyzed.

Citizen participation in the policymaking process has become an important issue in the field of public administration.  From town hall meetings to county commission hearings to citizens’ academies, the public wants to know what is going on with their government.  And, although public administrators and managers are expected to involve the public in affairs of government, they are not told how and when to do so.  The second textbook provides a contingency model, exercises and guidelines to increase the skills and effectiveness of public administrators as they involve citizens in decision-making activities.

Required Texts

1. Anderson, James E.  (2003). Public policymaking: An introduction,  (5th edition).  Houghton Mifflin Company.

2. Thomas, John C. (1995). Public participation in public decisions: New skills and strategies for public managers.  Jossey-Bass Publishers.

3. Held, Walter G. (1979). Decision-Making in the Federal Government. The Brookings Institution. Available for Free Download at http://www.warner.zapalski.com, under PAD4400.
Methodology
The specific objectives will be achieved through the use of a number of instructional techniques, including lecture, class discussion, audio-visual materials, written assignments, student presentations, and a term project.  In order to derive the maximum learning benefit from this course, the student is expected to be fully prepared to discuss the assigned material for each class session.  The student should refer to the attached Assignment Schedule for assignments.

Methods of Student Evaluation
Student progress will be measured by a variety of methods.  There will be three written assignments to be completed (15% each), a term project (35%), and a student presentation(10%) to be done at the final class session.  Students will be further evaluated on class participation.  The class participation component will be based upon:  attendance (on time and for the duration), preparation for and participation in class discussions and activities, positive attitude, classroom etiquette and initiative (10%).
Attendance
Due to the accelerated nature of this program, students are expected to attend all class sessions.  Students who must be absent for one class period must notify the instructor ahead of time, and may be subject to a one-letter reduction in their course grade.  Students who must be absent for multiple class periods must repeat this course.

Academic Honesty
Students must observe standards of academic honesty as described in the Warner Southern College catalog.  These standards include (but are not limited to) refraining from any form of cheating, plagiarism, conspiracy to commit academic dishonesty, bribery, forgery, and furnishing false information.  A description of these standards is included in the current catalog.  Whether acts of this nature are successful or unsuccessful, violations are subject to disciplinary action.
Therefore, it is each student’s responsibility to make sure that when their name appears on any submission (e.g., examinations, homework, term project etc.) that is their work. If it is the work of someone else, you must cite the source (APA style only); anything else is plagiarism and cheating. Any student who is guilty of such a violation on any submission during this term will receive a grade of "F" for this course, regardless of intention.

Policies
1. To stimulate communication it is often necessary to take sides on controversial issues. Therefore, the views of this class are not necessarily the views of the instructor, administration, or school.

2. This Syllabus is a working document and any section is subject to change for any reason the instructor deems necessary and without notice.

3. Assignments and tests for which the instructor approval for tardiness has not been received prior to the announced due date and time, and which are not turned in or taken on time, will not be accepted and will earn a grade of 0%.

Written Assignments (15% each)
1. Research a Website from the Anderson text, chapters 1- 4.

Pick one of the web sites listed at the back of Chapters 1-4 in the Anderson textbook.  Research the web site, and prepare a 2 - 3 page paper of the contents.  Use the following sections as headings in your paper, and then fill in the information under each heading: Purpose, History, International Activities, Conferences, Affiliations, Publications, Links, the Most Interesting Information (your opinion), and The Most Helpful Information for Public Service (your opinion).  If there is no information for a particular heading, state that in your paper.

.
2.  Research a Website from the Anderson text, chapters 5-7.

Pick one of the web sites listed at the back of Chapters 5-7 in the Anderson textbook.  Research the web site, and prepare a 2 – 3 page paper of the contents.  Use the following sections as headings in your paper, and then fill in the information under each heading: Purpose, History, International Activities, Conferences, Affiliations, Publications, Links, the Most Interesting Information (your opinion), and The Most Helpful Information for Public Service (your opinion).  If there is no information for a particular heading, state that in your paper.

3.  Research a Public Policy Institute/Center on the Internet.

Research the Internet and choose a public policy institute or center to analyze.  Hint: search under “public policy” to get started.  Be sure to research a policy institute or center, and not a policy degree program from a college or university.  An institute or center will have a name like: “Annenberg Public Policy Center,” or “Great Plains Public Policy Institute.”  Prepare a 2 –3 page paper on the contents of the web site.   Prepare the paper using the following sections as headings in your paper, and then fill in the information under each heading: Purpose, History, International Activities, Conferences, Affiliations, Publications, Links, the Most Interesting Information (your opinion), and The Most Helpful Information for Public Service (your opinion).  If there is no information for a particular heading, state that in your paper.

. 

Term Project (35%)
Policy analysis, and the methods of carrying out such analysis, is the primary exercise for PAD4400. To this end all participants will choose a current or pending policy issue that effects their profession or professional interest. Past issues that have undergone policy analysis have been, pending legislation or regulation of: firearms industry, health care, banking, financial institutions, consumer safety, education issues, workplace safety, foreign policy, transportation, insurance and many others. From this you will research the topic, propose a piece of legislation, and create a program to successfully integrate the public with the new piece of legislation. (Around 10 pages or so)
a. THE ISSUE - This issue is most often found in the form of pending legislation or a news article.

b. TOPIC SELECTION - It is recommended that students choose pending legislation. This recommendation is based on the fact that "topical" or "hot" issues generate a wide array of critical sources (news articles, op-ed pieces, magazine and journal articles, think tank, and academic studies congressional debate, position papers along with ongoing critical analysis in the media). In other words, your strategy should be to choose an interesting professionally challenging issue where there is no lack of data that impacts you industry and issue. Again the four selection criteria are: a current topic, interesting and controversial topic, the topic is professionally applicable, and the topic lends itself to decision analysis, the Sayre Model. 
DO NOT WAIT. START AS SOON AS YOU READ THIS--TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE

Campaign Presentation (10%)
From the implementation phase of your term project, select a campaign to stimulate public participation, feedback, and ultimately support for your proposed piece of legislation. Some examples might be: voting, town hall meetings, city or county commission hearings, budget workshops, citizens’ academies, getting appointed to boards and committees, and volunteer opportunities.  Prepare 10 minute presentation. Treat the class as if they were the public.
Grade Determination

Course grade will be determined as follows:
<div align="center">
	PRIVATE
Evaluation Component
	Grading Standards

	15%Written Assignment #1
	94 - - - 100 = A

	15%Written Assignment #2
	86 - - -  93  = B

	15%Written Assignment #3
	78 - - -  85  = C

	35%Term Project
	70- - -  77  = D

	10%Campaign Presentation
	0  - - -   69 = F

	10%Participation
	

	100%
	


***ALL LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL RECEIVE THE GRADE OF 0%***
Assignment Schedule
Session 1
Course Introduction



Janis Model Introduction



Anderson Book:



Chapter 1 The Study of Public Policy




Chapter 2 The Policy-Makers and Their Environment




Chapter 3 Policy Formation: Problems, Agendas, and Formulation

Session 2
Written Assignment #1 Due

Sayre Model Lecture (Be sure you have read the Held article)

Anderson Book:


Chapter 4 Policy Adoption


Chapter 5 Budgeting and Public Policy
Session 3
Written Assignment #2 Due



Anderson Book:




Chapter 6 Policy Implementation




Chapter 7 Policy Impact, Evaluation, and Change




Chapter 8 Concluding Comments

Session 4
Written Assignment #3 Due



Thomas Book:




Chapter 1 The Challenge of the New Public Involvement




Chapter 2 Finding a Practical Approach to Public Involvement




Chapter 3 First Steps in Public Participation




Chapter 4 Defining the Relevant Publics




Chapter 5 Sharing Decision-Making Authority with the Public

Session 5
Thomas Book:




Chapter 6 Involving the Public for Information Only



Chapter 7 Involving the Public to Build Acceptance



Chapter 8 Building Strong Relationships with Citizens



Chapter 9 New Forms of Public Involvement



Chapter 10 Public Involvement and the Effective Public Manager
Session 6
Campaign Presentations 
1

